DECEMBER i

ST ELIGIUS, CONFESSOR, BISHOP OF NOYON,

CALLED IN FRENCH, ELOY

(A.D. 659)

[From his life compiled in two books by his intimate friend St Owen, Bishop of Kouen, thirteen
years after his death, extant in Surius, D'Acberi, Spicileg, t. v. p. 147, translated into French
with his homilies, by M. Levesque, at Paris, in octavo, in 1693, See Fleury, pp. 37, 38, 39;
Rivet, Hist. Litter, t. iii. p. 595 ; Ceillier, t. xvii. p. 682 ; Gallia Christiana Nov. t. he. p. 984.]

THE name of Eligius, and those of his father Eucherius and his mother
Terrigia, show this saint to have been born not of French, but of Roman
Gaulish extraction. He was born at Catelat, two leagues north of Limoges,
about the year 588. His parents, who were very virtuous and in good
circumstances, brought him up from his infancy in the fear of God, and
seeing him industrious, placed him with a goldsmith named Abbo, who
was a considerable person, master of the mint at Limoges, and a devout
servant of God* Eligius was a youth of uncommon genius and address,
and, by his extraordinary application, arrived at an eminent skill in his
profession. The qualities of his mind and his steady virtue and religion
exceedingly enhanced his reputation, and endeared him to all who had the
happiness of his acquaintance. His heart was full of sincerity, his whole
conduct was under the regulation of an exact prudence, and his temper
sweet and.obliging: his discourse was agreeable, modest, and easy, and
his attendance on religious duties most assiduous and edifying. He never
failed assisting at the whole divine office in the church, and never lost an
opportunity of attending to sermons, or spiritual instructions. The oracles
of the Holy Scriptures he carefully laid up in his memory, and made them
the subject of his profound meditation, that they might sink deeply into
his soul and that he might apply them to his own use.

Eligius having some business which called him into France, that is,
on this side of the Loire, became known to Bobo, treasurer to Clotaire II,
at Paris* This king, to whom Bobo had recommended him, gave the
saint an order to make him a magnificent chair of state, adorned with
gold and precious stones. Out of the materials the king furnished him,
he made two such chairs or thrones instead of one. The king admired
the skill and honesty of the workman, and finding by his discourse that
he was a man of great parts, and endowed with excellent understanding,
gave him a great share in his confidence, took him into his household,
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